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Taking action' A safe and secure
campus, free from violence, is the goal
of a task force formed by President
Betty Castor. The group is charged
with creating an action plan to address violence on campus.
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An interview with a Provost: Five
Provost candidates will be visiting
campus in January. Their complete
schedules are listed.
Where did the money go? USF met
its enrollment goals this year, bringing $2.7 million back to the university.

4

Remembering Rosewood: Mae
McDonald shares her story. Her mother
was one of the survivors of the destruction of a Florida town.

Helping Santa: When does Santa
wear a police uniform and drive a squad
car? When his spirit comes in the form
of the USF police.

Briefly
Lake dedication
set for Dec. 15
President Betty Castor will kick off
the dedication ceremony of Lake Behnke
at 11 a.m. on Thursday, Dec. 15, at the
USF Botanical Gardens. The lake, w hich
is between the gardens and the Health
Sciences Center, is being named in honor
of Roy and Ruth Behnke for their support of the Botanical Gardens.
The Behnkes recently provided
money for a new gate for the gardens and
have helped fund the conversio·n of a
potting shed into office spaces; a misting
system and fans for greenhouses; a refrigerator and a golf cart.
Ruth Behnke has worked as a volunteer at the gardens for 16 years. Roy ·
Behnke is the founding chairperson of
the USF College ofMedicine Department
of Internal Medicine. He has served in
that position since 1972 and recently retired. Behnke will continue to teach as a
professor of medicine.

Nutmeg donates
proceeds to USF
football
Nutmeg Mills, a local producer of
sportswear, held a closeout sale at the
USF Sun Dome on Dec. 3-5 and donated
25 percent of the proceeds USF football.
The total amount raised was not available at presstime.
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Recreation center
to open in January
Night and day. It's not just a Cole
Porter classic - it's the feeling one gets
when walking through the dark, "old"
USF Gymnasium and entering the new,
shiny and bright $5-million Campus Recreation Center.
The center will open its doors to students, faculty, staff and alumni on Jan. 9.
Those who join the center can swim, do
aerobics, workoutonNautilus-typeweight
machines, and play basketball and racquetball in air-conditioned comfort.
Six racquetball courts, a 6,500-squarefoot-fitness area, an exercise/aerobics room
and a basketball/ volleyball court area
await those who sign up for the center.
Money to build the center, which is
attached to the old Gym, came from the
Capital Improvement Trust Fund, comprised of student Activity & Service fees.
Those fees, supplemented with fees collected from faculty, staff and alumni who
choose to join the health club-type facility, will also help pay for the center's
operations.
All students will pay for the center
when they sign up for classes, but only
faculty and staff who choose to pay $50 per
semester or $125 per year (fee amounts
pending atpresstime) for membership will
pay for it, explained Campus Recreation
Director Andy Honker. Spouses of students, faculty and staff can also join.
InNovember, an ad hoc Faculty Senate committee recommended that faculty and staff pay $50 per year, which is
similar to what they pay for parking
decals and USF Club membership.
Committee members reasoned that the
$50 fee would still be five times as much as
what students would pay for the center,
said committee chair James Bell.
But Honker contended that all students will pay. "Their feeling is we're
paying, even if we go or not." A full-time
student pays more than $200 a year in
A&S fees, which allow students to pay
reduced amounts for theater events, basketball games and other campus services.

Honker will also ask for
an A&S fee increase next year
from Student Government.
The increase is needed to hire
students and others to staff the
building and make it a "firstclass facility," Honker said.
"If the operating funds are
too limited, the quality will
suffer," he added. For example, staff will be needed to
assist first-timers with the
weight machines, so that injuries don't occur and machines
don't break, Honker explained. If money is limited,
less aerobics classes could be
Photo by Ed Santilli
offered and the classes could
be crowded, he added.
Four employees - includKerri Hartmann, perched on top of Beron Jacob,
ing a person checking IDs at
the front desk, a building su- both USF Ambassadors, tops off the "Operation
pervisor and a fitness area su- Santa Claus" Christmas tree in the Tampa
pervisor- will staff the bUild- campus Library lobby on Nov. 29. .The tree is
ing at all times. The center will decorated with 1,000 tags containing children's
be open weekdays from 7 a.m. names and ages. Faculty, staff and students
to 11 p.m., Saturdays from 9 are asked to select a tag from the tree and buy
a.m. to 7 p.m. and Sundays that child a gift. Participating charities include
from 11 a.m. to possibly 11 the Haven W. Poe Runaway Center, Shriner's
p.m. That's about 102 hours a Hospital for Crippled Children and the Child
Abuse Council.
week, Honker said.
"If you want to provide
the service people want, you can't open they only have one, three-court gym."
at 8 a.m., because some people want to
On fees, USF compares favorably
work out early in the morning," he with FSU and UF. At UF, faculty and
said. Intramural games, played as late staff pay $150 per semester and $300 per
as 11 p.m. on Sundays, are also popular year for a "Living Well" program at fawith students living in the dorms on cilities separate from the students' center. At FSU, employees pay $60 per secampus.
While Honker and his staff traveled mester and $180 per year.
The center could encourage students,
the nation looking at other universities'
rec centers, it's hard to compare USF's faculty and staff to interact more, Honker
with Florida State's or Florida's facilities. said. While "it would be nice to not have
''FSU' s pool is nicer - newer and to charge a fee," the center will help
more flexible, and they have an indoor improve life on campus, he said.
track, (but other than that) theirs is com"It's good to encourage faculty and
staff to use these facilities- it's good to
parable with ours," Honker said.
USF has more basketball courts, h e have them healthy."
By Lisa Cunningham
added. "We have two, two-court gyms;

Christmas topping

Regents member to address graduates
Dennis Ross, USF'sfirst undergraduate alumnus to be named to the Florida
State University System's Board of Regents, will be the commencement speaker
for the Tampa campus commencement
convocation on Wednesday, Dec. 14.
The December commencement ceremonies honor students who completed
their degrees both this fall and this past
summer. A total of 4,544 students will be
receiving their degrees - 1,700 of those
degrees were earned this summer, while
2,844 were earned this fall.
The youngest graduate of the two
sessions is 19-year old Kate Marie Racicot,
and the oldest graduate is 68-year old
Margaret Owens. Most of the graduates
are women: 2,619 women versus 1,925
men. The ethnic breakdown includes
3,754 Caucasian, 241 African-American,
292 Hispanic, 240 Asian, 8 American Indian or Alaskan Natives and nine students who classified themselves as other.
The Tampa campus ceremony, which
will honor graduates from both the Lakeland and Tampa campuses will begin at
7:30p.m. in the Sun Dome.
Ross was appointed a Regents member by Gov. Lawton Chiles in April and

will serve until
Jan. 1, 2000. He
graduated
from USF in
1966 with a degree in Philosophy and began
his career as a
teacher. He also
worked as a
social worker
and social service administrator. Ross served
as chiefassistant
county administrator for Hills-
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Grad stats
Hispanic graduates outnumbered African-American grads
for the fall and summer terms. Females made up almost 60
percent of the graduates.

borough and
was director of
administration for the City of Tampa
under Mayor William Poe. He also served
as deputy chief of staff to Gov. Bob Graham before joining the Jim Walter Corporation in 1980 ~s vice president for public
affairs. Ross is now the President and CEO
of the Jim Walter Corp. in Tampa.
The St. Petersburg and Fort Myers
campus ceremonies will be held on Thursday, Dec. 15.

St. Petersburg Mayor David Fischer
will speak at the St. Petersburg ceremony,
starting at 7 p.m. in the Mahaffey Theater
at the Bayfront Center.
Fischer, who was re-elected in March
1993 to a four-year term is the city's first
strong mayor in more than 60 years. He
has been instrumental in preserving St.
Petersburg's waterfront and embracing
(Continued on Page 5)
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Got the holiday blues? Here's how to cope
Ideally, the holidays are supposed to
be happy and joyous times. However,
those expectations and past memories
may lead to stress.
"Many people experience intense
feelings during the holiday season,"
said Kristen Davis-John, a counselor
with the Student Affairs Counseling
Center. "The extremes of the holiday
season (i.e., food, drink, feelings, expectations, memories) create an atmosphere for feeling stress."
Some potential holiday stressors include:
• lack of money to buy gifts;
• not feeling as "jolly" as the media
tells and shows we ought to feel during
the holidays;

• feeling oneself experience the holidays differently as you grow older;
• having to deal with the dynamics
of your family when you go home;
• overindulgenceinfoodandliquor;
• feeling rushed to get everything
done (i.e., shopping, studying, baking);
• feelings about friends and family
not present during the holiday celebration;
• feelings about the commercialism
of the holidays; and
• fear of not celebrating the holidays
the way you want.
Davis-John suggested that people
clarify for themselves what they want
out of the holiday season and how they
wantto feel. She suggested writing down

the answers to the following questions:
• What are my expectations for the
holiday season?
• What do I want out of the holiday
season?
• How do I want to feel during the
holiday season?
• What do I need to do meet those
expectations?
• How do I want to feel when my
expectations are not met?
Coping with stress involves recognizing and accepting limits for oneself.
"Most of us set unreasonable and
perfectionist goals for ourselves," she
said. "We can never be perfect, so we
often have a sense. of failure or inadequacy no matter how well we per-

form. "Set achievable goals for yourself."
Learning to tolerate and forgive can
also help.
"Intolerance of others leads to frustration and anger. An attempt to really
understand the way other people feel
can make you more accepting of them,"
she said.
Taking time to plan, focusing on
the good qualities of friends and family
and talking out troubles with a friend,
counselor or clergy member can also
help.
"The main thingistoremainflexible
when making plans and setting up holiday activities," Davis-John said.
By Alissa Algarin

President hosts first Florida Classic party
President Betty Castor recently
hosted thefirstFloridaClassicPresidents'
Reception in honor of Frederick
Humphries of Florida A&M University
and Oswald Bronson of BethuneCookman College. Corporate sponsors,
including Ferman Motor Car Company
Inc., Busch Gardens and Glory Foods,
also were recognized for their support of
the 15-year-old Classic.
More than 100 community and business leaders joined alumni and friends of
both institutions to kick off one of the
oldest continuing state football rivalries.
After welcoming the guests into her
home, the on-campus Lifsey House, Castor talked about the "sisterhood" among
Florida's higher education institutions,
but emphasized that USF will continue
to aggressively compete for the state's
African-American students.
"USF seeks to become the university
of first choice for everyone it serves,"
said Castor. "Toward that end, we must
seek out the best and brightest students
of all backgrounds and make this an

institution that supports and challenges
a diverse range of individuals."
According to Florida Classic Director Hiram Green, the inaugural event not
only showed the commitment of USF in
bridging the university with the AfricanAmerican community, it also underscored the value of expanding the network of Classic support throughout the
Tampa community.
"USF's involvement is a significant
step for the Florida Classic," said Green.
"To have the university's involvement,
as well as support, is a tremendous step
in terms of what we're trying to do."
Castor announced that USF' s Institute on Black Life had agreed to conduct
an economic impact study of the Classic.
The surveys, to be completed early next
year, will include detailed information
on spending practices of Classic participants. She then emphasized the
university's continued support of the
Florida Classic by officially making the
Presidents' Reception an annual event.
Green replied that these commit-

Gathered at the party are, from left: Oswald Bronson, President of BethuneCookman College; Carolyn Collins, first vice president of ttie FAMU National
Alumni Association; Hiram Green, Florida Classic director; President Betty
Castor; and William Reece Smith, chairman of the board for the Florida Classic
Association Inc.

ments from USF are encouraging.
"It takes this type of dedication to
build the Florida Classic into one of the

country's greatest football weekends,"
he said.
By Colette Glover

leaders to receive degrees at commencement
25-year employee Business
"In the field of aging, Arthur S. captures his philosophy - I believe in ministration Building in Ybor City was
Flemming is a legend," wrote Carol A. the power of people to make a difference named the Providence C. Velasco Sturetires
dent Service Center in her honor.
Schutz, executive director of the in this country,u she said.

For years,
Thelma
Hollister has
spent her days
dealing with
space.
Now
she'll be dealing
with
time.
Hollister, with
Resource Analysis and Planning, retired after a 25-year caThelma Hollister
reer with USF.
Her last day of work was Nov. 30. As
an academic facilities scheduler who assigned space for classes and lectures, she's
seenalotofchangeson the Tampa campus
since she began her career in 1969.
uThe
changes
have
been
unbelieveable,u Hollister said, recalling
how the SVC used to be the library, back in
the pre-Cooper Hall days. Back in 1969, it
was ua lot of green empty space," she said.
Hollister plans to spend her newfound time with her family and church.

Gerontological Society of America. "His
leadership was instrumental in shaping
the field as we know it today."
Presenting Flemming with an honorary doctorate in Aging Studies will help
USF make the rest of the cG\IDtry aware of
thebreadththatUSFhasinitsAginglnitiative, the new Aging Studies Ph.D. and
other affiliated programs, said Pharmacology associate professor David Morgan.
Flemming has served as the president of Ohio Wesleyan University, the
University of Oregon and Macalester
College. In 1971 he was chairman of the
White House Conference on Aging and
special consultant on aging to President
Richard Nixon. In 1973, he became the
U.S. Commissioner on Aging, a position
he held until retiring in 1978 at age 73,
after his mandatory retirement was extended by executive order of Presidents
Gerald Ford and Jimmy Carter.
Donna Cohen, director of the Institute on Aging, worked with Flemming
as a staff person for the 1971 White House
Conference on Aging.
"I can still hear his advice to me that

Graduation - - - - - - (Cotztinued from Page 1)
the presence of OSF St. Petersburg on
Bayboro Harbor. USF is awarding the
President' s Distinguished Citizen Award
to Fischer to commemorate his service to
the city and the city's gift of 47 acres of
downtown waterfront property to USF.
Roy Mumme, a professor in the College of Education will speak at the Fort
Myers ceremony at 7 p.m. in the Barbara
B. Mann Performing Arts Hall.
Mumme has been with USF Fort
Myers since it opened and recently earned

a distinguished service award.
The Sarasota campus commencement will be held on Friday, Dec. 16.
Charles Baumann, a 1971 USF accounting grad, will be the speaker for the
Sarasota commencement, at 7 p.m. in the
Sudakoff Center. Baumann is a Certified
Public Accountant in Florida and Alabama and is a stockholder at Kerkering,
Barberio and Co., CPA's. Baumann serves
as chair of the 20th Anniversary Steering
Committee for USF Sarasota.

Last month, President Bill Clinton
honored Flemming with the Presidential
Medal of Freedom, the highest civilian
award in the land.
Flemming is approaching his 90th
birthday and is still working full-time to
promote health care reform.
In 1939, as an attendance officer in
the Hillsborough County Schools' student services department, Providence C.
Velasco was one of the first people to
identify a causative relationship between
school truancy and social-emotional
problems, wrote Social Work associate
professor Aaron Smith.
'1t was she who saw the need for
professionally trained social workers to
deal with the multiplicity of problems relative to non-attendance, a concept which
gave genesis to the idea of employing social workers in the public schools in the
State of Florida,u Smith wrote.
Velasco graduated from Hillsborough
High School in 1926 and although it was
unheard of for a young Hispanic woman
to leave home before marriage, she left
home at the age of 16 and enrolled in the
Florida State Women's College. She returned to Tampa to teach and helped develop psychological services in the department of pupil welfare.
In 1942, Velasco became the first director of pupil welfare. She retired in
1970. She was awarded a grant by the
National Institute of Mental Health in
1963 for a demonstration project of school
social work services. Other Florida school
districts de_veloped similar programs.
Since her retirement, she has volunteered at the Hillsborough Community
Mental Health Center, helping children
with emotional disturbances. The recently built Hillsborough County Ad-

Richard Pride, directorofUSF'sProject
Upward Bound and associate professor of
Education, said Velasco is his mentor.
"She is the person who stood beside
me and encouraged me to further my
education at Columbia UniversityinNew
York City," Pride wrote. "I am where I
am today because of her and her influence in helping me achieve goals I didn't
know I could achieve.
"Carl J. Kunz grew up in the bluecollar town of Troy, New York and as his
father, uncles and classmates had done,
quit high school to work for the
Waterfield Arsenal," wrote College of
EngineeringinterimdeanMelvinAnderson, in his nomination letter.
Kunz had completed his course work
for a Ph.D. in engineering when life interrupted. In 1960, the Ferroxcube Corporation offered him a position- and the offer
to work with a national corporation on the
cutting edge of a new industry was too
good to miss, Anderson wrote. As part of
the management team, Kunz helped
Ferroxcube grow from $1 million to more
than $20 million in annual sales. When he
resigned from the company in 1968, the
Denver, CO division was completely autonomous, employing 350 people and
producing $4-5 million in annual sales.
Kunz came to Florida in 1979. He is a
management and technical consultant.
"After his visit to USF this spring,
Mr. Kunz spoke specifically about our
university's character as a young, vibrant
institution which held great promise for
the future," wrote Research associate
dean Robert Carnahan. "In particular, he
saw in USF the opportunity to reach out
to non-traditional, minority students and
open their eyes to the creative world of
science and technology."
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